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Sermon 748         10/18/20 

“It’s Getting Dark Out There” – Revelation Part 12 

Revelation 6:1-17 

So, seven seals must be broken before the words of the scroll in John's vision can be 

read and carried out.  Having conquered sin and death by his own death & resurrection, 

Jesus, the Lamb of God, can break the seals and open the scroll.  He can enact the plan 

of God.  He can fulfill all that the Father has purposed for these last days, the period 

between Christ’s ascension and Christ’s return.  And as the seals are broken, we see the 

things that must take place during this time. [P] 

I want to point out that much of what I will share today comes right out of a theological 

devotional put out by Ligonier ministries called Table Talk – which I first learned 

about through one of our Riverlawn members.  I found the insights contained in it to be 

some of the most helpful in all my studies of Revelation.  I commend it to you.   

At this point, it’s helpful to be reminded that the highly symbolic nature of Revelation 

means that we need to be careful about reading the imagery of the book as a 

chronological depiction of end-time events.  If we try to read the images too woodenly, 

we will end up unable to make sense of Jesus’ message to us through John.  Like we 

mentioned last week, much of the language is not meant to be taken as a literal 

description, but as a spiritual picture used to portray the cosmic scope of God's plan as 

it unfolds in these last days. [P] 

Now, here in week 12 of this series, we get to the part of Revelation that so many tend 

think of when they hear the name of this book.  This is where things start to get dark.  

As the first seals are broken, the four horses and their riders are released. 

Zechariah 6 serves as the background for these horses, with the colors of the horses 

largely matching one another.  In Zechariah's prophecy, the horses and the chariots 

they pull represent the watchful eyes of God’s angels as they patrol the earth and keep 

watch on what’s going on.  However, the horses and their riders in Revelation 6 do 

more than just keep an eye on earthly events.  They are each given a specific job to do.   
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The first horse is white and bears a rider armed with a bow, sent forth to conquer (1-2). 

Some have argued that the rider here is Jesus, who conquers with the gospel. Yet, even 

though Jesus does ride a white horse later in Revelation, the rider here is probably not 

our Savior. In the 1st century, white horses were associated w/ the military. In particular 

the Romans feared their most formidable enemy, the Parthians on the eastern border of 

the empire, right along the Euphrates. They were the only group of mounted archers 

known in the ancient Mediterranean world.  The idea here seems to be that war will 

characterize the period leading up to Jesus’ return.  The fact that the second seal gives 

us a fiery red horse with a sword-wielding rider “given power to take away peace from 

the earth” and cause people to kill each other seems to confirm this (3-4).   

The message here: Christ is sovereign over all, but that does not mean the period before 

his return is one of peace.  Instead, war will characterize this era, especially war 

against the people of God.  When we see war all around us, we should not be surprised; 

nor should we be paralyzed by fear.  These things must take place.  At the same time, 

we can pray that the Lord will sustain and strengthen his people. [P] 

Verses 5-6 describe the breaking of the third seal, releasing a rider on a black horse, 

holding a pair of scales for measuring.  A voice announces prices for grain and calls for 

the preservation of oil & wine.  With respect to the wheat & barley, we have a situation 

of incredible price inflation.  The cost given is 15x greater than the average price in 

John’s day.  Economic problems are in view, likely caused by a shortage of grain … 

caused by famines … which often accompany wars.  But note that the oil and the wine 

are spared. The idea seems to be that food shortages and economic problems will 

characterize the era before Christ returns in glory, but some food supplies, represented 

by oil and wine, will remain.  God’s mercy appears in the midst of judgment. 

Then the pale horse and its rider are released in vs. 7-8 with the breaking of the fourth 

seal.  The rider of the pale horse is named Death, and he is “given power over a fourth 

of the earth to kill by sword, famine, and plague.”  They are unleashed upon a quarter 

of the earth. Likely, we are not to think that exactly ¼ of the people on the earth will 

die in God's judgment; the number could be larger or smaller. The point is that many 
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will die; but more will survive. Sickness, famine, and war will come and go throughout 

these last days until Christ returns, but they will not wipe out everyone on the planet.  

Christ is reigning – he has set up boundaries beyond which destruction must not pass.  

We do not want to undermine the severity of war, plague, and famine.  Each of these, 

often interconnected, cause terrible devastation.  People will suffer because of them.  

But we need not fear that pandemics, food shortages, or world wars mean that God is 

not in control; or that the Lord will not seal, sustain, and secure his people for eternity.  

He is just God.  And He is a faithful God. [P] 

Each horseman depicts a progression of strife on the earth, which is the consequence of 

God giving humanity over to their sinfulness.  Knowing that sin destroys others and 

ourselves should lead us to repentance. What sin do you need to confess to God today?   

After the first four seals are broken, there is a shift in focus.  Our Lord's opening the 

fifth seal allows us to see not what is happening on earth during this era, but rather 

what is happening in heaven. John views Christians who have died for their 

faithfulness to Jesus, the company of martyrs who have paid the ultimate price for their 

gospel testimony. The fact that they are under the heavenly altar and able to converse 

with the Lord reveals that the close, ongoing relationship between Christ and his people 

does not end in death.  

Scripture speaks of a period of intense suffering for the people of God before Christ’s 

return.  God's Word also talks about his truth going out to all nations and that many 

people will come to faith in God the Father and Jesus the Son because of it.  John's 

vision brings all these things together, making it plain that the conversion of the nations 

involves the suffering of God's people as witnesses to the truth. As horrible as the death 

of the martyrs may be, it serves a powerful purpose in the Lord's plan of salvation.  

But this does not mean that God will not hold to account the people who inflict such 

suffering and death.  The martyrs in heaven cry out for vindication.  Jesus promises that 

it is coming – but not quite yet.  First, the full number of those appointed for 

martyrdom must die (10-11).  
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Scripture is filled with the righteous crying out to God, “How long, Sovereign Lord?”  

When we are suffering for our faithfulness to Christ, it may seem as if the Lord is slow 

to set things right.  The Lord has not forgotten those who suffer for their faith.  He 

takes note of every injustice visited on his children, and He, the righteous Judge, will 

act.  Until then, our suffering for his sake is being used for his eternal purposes. And 

He will certainly not overlook it. [P] 

Jesus promises persecution for those who trust and proclaim Him as Lord and Savior. 

While you may not experience violent persecution for your faith, pray for our brothers 

and sisters around the world who suffer for the sake of the gospel.  Pray for their 

families who are left behind when they are martyred.  Pray for the church to rise up and 

care for each other when fathers or mothers are imprisoned or killed.  Pray for 

perseverance and boldness in witness, that their suffering will be used to advance the 

gospel of Christ.  Pray that we will not give up in freedom what they have not forsaken 

in persecution. [P] 

Stepping back, the imagery of this chapter conveys cataclysmic, universe-transforming 

judgment – especially with the breaking of the sixth seal and what follows in vs. 12-17. 

The created order is coming undone.  Some interpreters read this language as if the 

moon will turn as red as blood; the skies will go away like a scroll that is rolled up.  

However, the imagery is more likely figurative.  The Old Testament often describes 

God's judgment in history with apocalyptic language.  “Earthquakes” (Ezekiel 39, 

Haggai 2); The “sun” blackened and “moon” like blood (Ezekiel 32, Joel 2); and 

“stars” falling (Isaiah 34, Nahum 3). 

Consider Jeremiah 4:24, which is part of a passage describing the fall of Judah to 

Babylon.  Much destruction happened at that time, but the mountains did not literally 

move on their own.  Similarly, Isaiah 13 describes the fall of Babylon with universe-

shaking imagery, though the stars did not stop shining when the Persians conquered the 

Babylonians in 538 BC.  In each case, the judgment on a particular people marked the 

end of one era in God's plan of redemption and the beginning of a new one.   
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Verses 12-17 of our chapter could be using similar images to describe events in John’s 

day; or, it could symbolize – like war, famine and plague – that disasters will mark the 

last days leading up to Christ’s return … But if anything, it points ultimately to the 

final judgment.  But however the imagery is interpreted, the intended message is the 

same:  The Lord will certainly judge all those who oppose him.  

Verse 15 makes it clear that even the most powerful people on earth will not escape 

divine judgement.  No amount of money, no political status, no position of authority, 

no earthly advantage will protect the enemies of God on judgment day.  Because of 

that, it is foolish to put our ultimate hope in any of these things.  Our security is found 

in Christ alone. [P] 

So, this 6th seal brings dread for the wicked as they face God’s wrath.  For the 

Christian, knowledge of God’s coming wrath should spur us on in gospel 

proclamation.  Are you faithful in witnessing to others about the saving grace of Jesus 

Christ? [P]  Pray for boldness in your gospel proclamation, and pray for unbelievers 

around the world to turn from sin and to trust in Christ as Savior and Lord. [P] 

Furthermore, Revelation 6 depicts the transience of this world. Which causes one to 

ask: What is your life built on? Are you investing your life in the eternal?  Or are you 

living as though this world is your home? [P] Are you preparing your family for 

eternity?  Are you modeling for others how to faithfully follow Christ? [P] 

We must not forget that the theme of Revelation is the gospel.  What gospel truths do 

we see in Revelation 6: 

1.  God is sovereign over evil.  Satan can do nothing apart from divine permission. 

Suffering is always used to fulfill divine purposes.  

2.  Men & women are morally responsible for evil. We are sinful & deserving of death.  

3.  God will judge those who turn from Him and live for this world.  

4.  God will save those who trust in Him and live for His kingdom.   

5.  Christians will stand in heaven at the end – shouting God’s victory, serving in God’s 

presence, soaking in God’s glory, and satisfied by God’s goodness. 
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Let’s not miss the point … The purpose of Revelation is not to promote speculation 

about the future.  The purpose of Revelation is to compel action in the present.  

So how shall we take action?  Here are today’s takeaways:  

• Repent of sin with humility.  

• Proclaim the gospel with urgency.  

• Cry out for God’s justice amidst persecution.  

• Cry out for God’s mercy amidst suffering.  

• Build your life and your family on that which lasts forever.   

• Remember that this world is not our home.  

Revelation reminds Christians that God is ultimately going to judge the wicked and 

save the righteous.  Such confidence in the justice and mercy of God enables bold 

faithfulness to God – for we know how it turns out in the end; and we can trust in Him, 

no matter what happens to us.  

So let us pray that God would produce an unshakable confidence in us as we wait for 

Christ’s return.  Pray that God would send out laborers from among us, with that bold 

faithfulness, to proclaim His saving message to reach a dying world.  Amen. 


