APRIL 2021
FROM THE PASTOR

If the Dead Are Not Raised
1 Corinthians 15:12-19
Without Easter Sunday morning and the resurrection of Christ, there is no Christianity.
There is no personal relationship with the living God of the universe. The Apostle Paul
puts it this way: “If the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if
Christ has not been raised your faith is futile; you are still in your sins” (1 Cor 15:16-17).

Our Christian faith hinges not only on the death of Christ for human sin, but on the
resurrection, which is God’s verdict that the powers of sin, death and alienation from
God have been defeated. The resurrection of Christ gave clear evidence that he was no
mere mortal, but a divine Savior. It was the sign that in this world we are raised to
newness of life through him. It is the assurance that for those who trust Christ, death is
not the end, but the beginning of a transformed eternal life with the triune God of the
universe.
If our ultimate destiny is a resurrected body into an eternal presence of God, our life in
this world is a foretaste of what is to come. It is to be lived in the power of the
resurrection, and it is to be a transformed life pointing to the One who makes all things
new.
Come and see! Jesus is not in the tomb! He is risen – just as He said! Let us rejoice in
the Resurrection … now and forever!
Pastor Chris

SESSION NEWS
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April 11th is our Cents-ability Offering Sunday. The money given to this offering is divided
between our local food pantry and statewide food pantry needs. All of the loose and designated
offerings that day will be our April Cents-ability offering.
Hospital Ministries Offering Sunday is April 25th. We take all the loose and designated
offerings on this Sunday for our hospital ministries fund. You may make a donation by check.
The money will be split between our Care Pillow Ministry for those receiving treatment for
various forms of cancer and the Patient Care Bags for those who have been released from the
CAMC behavioral health division.
Synod Grant ---- I have applied for a grant to purchase food for the food pantry and Christ’s
Kitchen. One provision for obtaining the grant is that the congregation actively participate in
these ministries. I am serving on the board of directors for both ministries but they require more
congregational participation. Bob Willson had agreed to pick up the monthly USDA food. As
information becomes available for other ways we can serve in these ministries, I will pass that
on to the congregation and request volunteers to serve. Thank you.
Joe Lothes - Mission Elder

We need your input
Your worship experience
“Virtual Worship” / “Drive in Worship” / “Outdoor Worship
We have received several grants from the of ce of the WV Presbytery to upgrade our outdoor sound
system and our indoor recording and video system. Tina Vial from the WV Presbytery has asked me
to provide some “real life feedback” from our members & visitors about what they think the new
outdoor sound system has accomplished that we did not have before. (old sound system & old
security camera video system)
This includes the period from May 2020 to the present for virtual (pre-recorded worship) as opposed
to the “security camera footage” we started with from the 2019 DVD’s in early 2020 for the online
worship. We switched in May to digital video cameras and now Riverlawn has three digital video
cameras to cover many angles, thanks to the grant money
The 2021 Tenebrae service last week was recorded with 100% of the equipment from the grant
If you have noticed any positive difference that you would like to share with me, for the WV
Presbytery, then just send me an email at nascarmemberswva@yahoo.com and I will include it in
my nal report thanking Tina for supporting the grant (grant was prepared by Parry Johnson) several
months ago, and we have received the grant and made the necessary purchases
These comments and stories you share will also go a long way for future grants to improve our
indoor worship when we return to the sanctuary at the proper time when safety concerns are met
Paul Mullin
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From Susan Bryan – Christian Nurture Elder

As Holy Week begins, I pray that the children who have been receiving Bible lessons through
the mail have been thinking about the true meaning of this season. We chose to send the
lessons several weeks ago about the events leading up to and including Holy Week. Hopefully,
their attention was focused on Jesus’ sacrifice for all of us and what it means to us today. I didn’t
want those events to get lost in the hype of the Easter Bunny traditions. Our lessons have gone
beyond Holy Week and into the stories about Jesus’ encounter on the road to Emmaus, Christ
appearing before His disciples after He had risen, and on through His ascension into Heaven.
Each of the children who have been participating in our mailed lessons over these past months
during the pandemic will be receiving a personal copy of the book, One Big Story Bible
Storybook, as our gift to them. After Easter Sunday, the children’s lessons will be taken from
the stories in this book. The children will continue to receive activities in the mail to go along
with the stories and occasionally crafts too but they will be reading the Bible story each week
from their own books.
Over the past couple of weeks, Nikole Kilbert and Barb and Jim Recknagel have been teaching
Junior Church in the gym during the worship service and I am so very appreciative for them
doing this. The children can come into the gym at 10:25 before the worship service begins just
as long as they wear masks. They will be seated with social distancing in mind as well as when
they are up and moving around.
We always keep our older children and young adults affiliated with Riverlawn in our thoughts
and prayers. We are sending out Easter cards to them during Holy Week, letting them know we
feel an important connection to them.
There are many very good Bible studies offered free through RightNowMedia which you can
access by going to our Riverlawn website. “Easter”, a study by J.D. Greear, is an excellent study
that can be done individually, as a family, or with a group. The Wednesday evening adult Zoom
meeting has been doing this study for the last few weeks and have invited all who would like to
join them to do so. Lifeway and Faith Gateway are two other sources for great studies. Many of
them offer free access to the digital videos that go with them.
From our family to all of your families, have blessed Easter experiences.

NEWS FROM THE DEACONS
The Riverlawn Deacons held a Zoom meeting on March 23rd. During the meeting the
Deacons discussed plans for Easter baskets and welcomed the newest Deacon, Ann
Cox. The next Deacons’ meeting will be held on Sunday, May 23rd after church.
Submitted by Joanna Kelle
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We delivered 22 bags to CAMC for the month of March. The need has not slowed down. So
many homeless people are in great need of comfort and prayers. Thank you for your continued
and faithful generosity.
Kathy Barnes
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The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.’
Matthe

{Offering collected for the CAMC bags & pillow ministry on April 25

NEWS FROM & ABOUT OUR MEMBERS
The Kilberts are moving: Hello everyone! So, I know that many of you have been curious
about our moving situation. Well, let me tell you just a little about it. We sold our house on Vine
Street. It went into contract the rst day on the market. The next month was a whirlwind of
doing all the proper steps and getting everything ready to move out. We of cially closed on the
house, and so, as Nikole has said, we are of cially home-less (more accurately, temporarily
house-less 😊 ). But we are doing well! Our stuff is in storage and we are staying with Nikole’s
parents in Hurricane, who have been so gracious and wonderful! We’ve even set up a system
where their cats and our dog Jessie are under the same roof without mayhem! Now to the main
question folks have been asking – “Have you found a house?” For the longest time, the answer
was “No,” since so few houses are on the market right now. But we chose to be patient and
wait on the Lord’s timing, and we are very glad that we did. We are now in contract on a house
on Wethers eld Crossing, located between Teays Valley and Hurricane. The plan is to close
mid to late April. And then the unpacking begins! We want to say thank you to all those who’ve
been checking on us and keeping us in prayer – and please keep praying! We give thanks to
God for his many blessings and provisions – strength, endurance, peace, wellbeing, doors
being opened and steps being taken – all because of His sustaining & amazing grace
Chris, Nikole, Lakyn & Layn

From Barb Willson….. Bob and I spent 10 days exploring Isle of Palm and Charleston SC with
Paisley, Thatcher, Wyatt, and their parents Elliott and Sarah. We had the opportunity to catch-up
with my best friend Donna while we were there. We needed a vacation from our vacation when
we got home
I would like to thank everyone for their cards and prayers during my sister Bev’s illness and
passing. We de nitely felt the care and love of our wonderful church family. Thank you
Riverlawn
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News from Kevin & Janice Sims… Hello everyone....... Hope that everyone is still doing ne
and feeling well. Everything here is about the same, still following the guidelines. I have been
busy doing yard work, getting my garden and ower beds ready. I am so glad to see spring
here, and the nice weather. It was nice seeing everybody at the drive-in
service, I really miss everybody. I believe that praying, having acceptance will get all of us
through these unusual times. Mom and I, and my sister Jane and family are doing alright. Will
see everyone soon and take care of yourselves.
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Update from Ann Cox. …..Work is progressing on my house. It won't be quite nished when I
move in on the 29th but it will get there soon. Meantime, I'm painting, moving boxes and
working in the yard. I have uncovered some lovely daffodils. I can't wait to plant more for next
year and plant other owers soon! When it snows next winter I'll be VERY happy not to have to

CHURCH DIRECTOR
We have updated the church directory. It can be found on our church website by visiting
www.riverlawnchurch.org. (Located under the ‘More’ tab). The password is Riverl@wn. If any
of your information is incorrect or you have additions please contact Bill Michael at
bmichael47@gmail.com.
DVD Recordings of Worship – If you have been unable to participate in our weekly times of
worship but would like to receive the services on DVD, please contact elder and videographer
Paul Mullins at (304) 741-5914. Paul would be happy to make sure you get a weekly DVD.
Join us for Outdoor Worship – Sundays at 10:30 AM! You are invited to bring your favorite
lawn chair, but there will also be chairs set out for those without one. Because of the projection
of singing, we ask that you wear a mask, and if you don’t have one, we can provide it for you. In
the case of rain, we can still meet in our cars. We hope you will join us as we rejoice over the
One who brought life where there was death!
Jr. Church is offered in the gym for children Pre-K-5th grade during Outdoor Worship. If you
have children or grandchildren in these grades, they are invited to enter the gym 5 minutes
before the service, at 10:25 AM. Children and adults are to wear masks.
Good Friday Tenebrae Service – Riverlawn is hosting this year’s virtual Tenebrae service – a
special recorded service that focuses on the shadows that surrounded Christ as he went to the
Cross for our sins, including music and scriptures bearing witness to these painful events, as
the sanctuary becomes darker and darker, reminding us of all our Savior endured for our sakes.
We invite you to join us for this joint service being offered by the Presbyterian Churches of St.
Albans and Nitro. The video will be shared by email blast, on our website and our Facebook
page this week. The designated time for us to access the video and worship together will be
Good Friday, April 2, at 7:00 PM. If you are unable to take part on Friday evening, you will still
be able to view the video and worship the Savior in the days that follow. Once you receive the
video link, you are welcome to share it with others. A big thank you to Paul Mullins for recording
and preparing this time of worship, and for ALL our
P. 6
participants! We hope you will join us on Good Friday as we come to the Cross, remember the
sacri ce, and rejoice over our Savior.
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We invite you to join us Easter Sunday, April 4, at 10:30 AM, as we gather to lift our voices and
rejoice over our Risen Savior! We will be including the Flowering of the Cross, but it will be a
little different this year. We encourage everyone to bring a ower (real or arti cial) to be added
to the cross. If you do not have a ower, there will be some available in a basket placed near
the cross. Instead of proceeding forward to the cross in one line, we invite you and those who
have come with you to go to the cross before the service and to each place a ower. We are
asking that one “carpool group” at a time ower the cross. And so, we are asking you to please
arrive about 10 minutes early. This way, there will be time for all those who have gathered to
approach and ower the cross. Come and see! The tomb is empty! He is alive!
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clean off my windshield! Hope we're back in our church building soon or at least sitting outside
more in the future

Connection Gatherings – Join us for our Easter study on Wednesdays at 6:00 PM on Zoom. This
study takes a deeper look at the cruci xion & resurrection of Jesus, especially how we should
see ourselves in this most important of redemption stories! There will also be time just to catch
up & fellowship! Use this link a few minutes before 6:00 PM: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
83434406346?pwd=U0J5Qzk0RWR1SmZYL0hWbXRZc1o1QT09

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
1
4
6
7

Anne Giersc
Vicky Willso
Rosie Rhode
Abigail Michel
Joe Lothe
Peggy Henric

1

11
1
2
2
3

Avery Vaugh
Erin Robert
Jim Pittar
Drew Michae
Chad Campbel
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Remember Charlie Kellam, Linda Means & Janet Young
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Our deepest sympathy to Terri Adkins as she mourns the loss of her mother, Peggy
Cau led; as well as Barb Willson who recently lost her sister, Bev; and Vicki Barrie who
lost her brother, Chuck Nunley. May God grant each of you and your families strength
during this dif cult time.
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Church-Wide Time of Fasting – Please remember that Monday, April 5th, at noon, our Riverlawn
community of faith will be joining together for a time of prayer and fasting, setting aside the time
we typically use for lunch to draw close to the Lord in prayer – seeking the leading and
empowering of God’s Spirit for his people and his purpose.

 


is April 25. Let’s share our stories with each other so we can stay connected during this
pandemic. Remember your church family in your prayers and keep in touch with each
other.

 


 


If you have things to share in the next issue of ‘Staying Connected’ please send your
info to Pam Johnson (pampianowv@aol.com or 304.545.2772). Deadline for May issue

