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“Our Creator God!”

Genesis 1:1-31

Tell a man there are 300 billion stars in the universe and he’ll believe you.  Tell him a park

bench has just been painted and he’ll have to touch it to be sure. [Pause] Are you here by 

chaos … chance … coincidence?  A cell floating in a pool of water which mutated to its 

present state?  If your past has no purpose, neither does your future.  And Martin 

Heidegger would be right: “You’re an actor on a stage, with no script, audience, or 

director; courage is to face life as it is.”

In contrast, Abraham Lincoln had this to say: “I never behold the heavens filled with stars 

that I do not feel I am looking in the face of God.  I can see how it might be possible for a 

man to look down upon the earth and be an atheist, but I cannot conceive how he could 

look up, into the heavens and say there is no God.” [P]

Genesis means “beginnings.”  It tells of the beginning of the world.  The beginning of 

humanity.  The beginning of sin.  The beginning of sacrifice for sins.  And the beginning 

of God’s special relationship with the people He has created.  It’s nearly impossible to 

fully understand the rest of the Bible unless we understand the early chapters of Genesis.  

These chapters form the foundation of the rest of what the Bible is all about.

For example, notice the very first words of Genesis: “In the beginning … God.”  Scripture 

doesn’t start out: “In the beginning, the earth was without form and void,” OR “In the 

beginning, before the sun and solar system existed,” OR “In the beginning, in a galaxy far, 

far away …” It simply says: "In the beginning … GOD.”

Many people get the impression that the Bible is Geo-centric – that the Bible is centered on

the earth and humanity.  But the Bible is truly Theo-centric.  It is centered on God.  

Hebrews 1:10-11: “In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the

heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you remain …”

Everything in Scripture is built - not so much around humans or creation - but around the 

Creator.  Why is it so important that the Bible starts out saying “In the beginning, God?”
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1st – Because without Him, nothing else would be.  He created the cosmos, this terrestrial 

ball, the creatures that roam it, and you and me.  All of creation – all that you can touch – 

all that you can gaze upon in wonder – and all that is beyond us – belongs to God. [P]

Some scientists got together and decided they no longer needed God.  One of them said to 

God, “We can do all kinds of things now.  We can even clone people, so we just don’t 

need you anymore.”  God replied, “Let’s have a man-making contest just like in the days 

of Adam.”  The scientist agreed and bent down to grab a handful of dirt. And God smiled 

and said, “No, no, no – you get your own dirt.” [Pause] It’s all God’s.  Everything.

The 2nd reason Genesis starts “In the beginning, God" is because without God nothing else

matters.  You take God out of the picture and you end up with a meaningless universe.

About 50 years ago, a man named Hugh Morehead wrote several famous people - people 

who were well-accomplished - and he asked what they thought of the following question: 

“What is the purpose of life?”  Author Isaac Asimov wrote back: "As far as I can see, there

is no purpose to life."  Comedian Fred Allen replied: “Life is a slow walk down a long hall 

that gets darker as you approach the end.”  And Joseph Heller, author of Catch-22, wrote, 

"I have no answers to the meaning of life and I no longer want to search for any."

These were people who had “arrived” in their respective fields of endeavor.  They were 

successful in this world… but they were apparently people without God in their world. 

And because of that - they had no answer as to the purpose of life.

You see, it is God who creates intrinsic value in this world and in us. Without God, 

everything you see becomes a mere accident… a chance collection of atoms. 

David wrote: “Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders you have done.  The things you 

planned for us no one can recount to you; were I to speak and tell of them, they would be 

too many to declare.”   (Psalm 40:5) 

And in Ephesians 2:10, Paul tells the Church: “You are God’s workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  

Over and over again in Scripture, God proclaims His purpose and make visible our value.
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I’ve got a $20 bill here.  How many of you would be pleased if I gave you this $20 bill?  

What if a tore it, would you still want it?  What if I were to crumple it up into a ball … still

want it?  What if I were to stomp on it – still want it?  Too bad.  I’m not giving it to you.

Now, why is this $20 bill worth $20?  Is the paper worth $20? Is the ink worth $20?  Is that

little strip of plastic they put inside the bill worth $20?  Well, if none of that is worth $20, 

what makes this bill worth $20? [P] It’s worth that much because the US Government says 

it’s worth that much.  And to verify this bill’s value, our government puts its images on it.

So, how do I know that I have value?  Because God put His image in me. “So God created

man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 

them.”   (Gen. 1:27) You are made in the image of God!  You have eternal worth! [P]

But that’s not the only reason we have value.  God tells us that everything in this world 

was created for us.  God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them

rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, 

and over all the creatures that move along the ground."   (Genesis 1:26)

That’s our charge. We are stewards of this world, and of each other. No other part of God’s

creation has been entrusted with such responsibility.  That’s how much God values us. 

And Genesis 1 not only tells us that God created this world for us, [PHOTO] it goes into 

great detail to show the lengths God went - to prepare this world for us.  

The past few days during our Creation Quest VBS, both the children and the adults were 

able to be awestruck by our God’s spectacular works of creation!  Just imagine … Before 

the world, there was only darkness.  Suddenly a voice shatters the darkness. There is light! 

God continues His divine and diverse creative work, forming the seas, the mountains, the 

rain forests.  Birds filling the skies with flight and song.  Horses running like the wind.

Think of the complexity … Step outside this evening and gaze out at the starry host! [P] In 

1996, astronomers focused the Hubble Telescope on a small, black patch in space right 

next to the “Big Dipper.”  They left the shutter open for ten days … 3000 more galaxies, 

each with billions of stars, planets and moons.  In 2004, they did it again.  This time they 
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focused on the constellation Orion and left the lens open for 11 days and discovered 

10,000 more galaxies … 

Now, let’s switch our focus from the telescopic to the microscopic.  Your brain contains 

about 10 billion nerve cells, called “neurons.” Each neuron is connected to surrounding 

cells by a network of fibers, and has as many as ten thousand fibers leading from it into 

other cells. As a result, the number of possible interconnections between the cells of your 

brain is many times larger than the number of atoms in the entire universe.

Your heart is merely the size your fist, but it will beat 40 million times this year. More than

9,000 taste buds reside on your tongue. More than 220 bones make up your frame. You are

fearfully and wonderfully made!

Now, as we draw to the end, let’s go back to the beginning.  What did God create on the 

first day? (LIGHT).  This wasn’t the sun and moon kind of light – God created the sun, 

moon and stars on the 4th day.  This light was a DIVINE light.  A light that came directly 

from God.  But this is what’s odd – that light was the only thing God created on that 1st 

day.  Why just create light?  Why not do something else while He was about it? [P]

You see, God wasn’t just creating the world for us.  From the very first day of creation, 

God intended to send a message of His plan for us – even from the beginning.  

What was the message?

John 1:1-4 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God … Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 

been made.  In him was life, and that life was the LIGHT of men.”  

Later, Jesus himself would say, “I am the LIGHT of the world.  Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness, but will have the LIGHT OF LIFE”   (John 8:12).

Jesus is THE light of the world.  But what did Jesus do to give us that light? [P] He died 

for our sins.  And then He rose from the grave!  And in so doing, Jesus conquered death …

and gave us hope of life eternal! [Pause] Now guess which day of the week Jesus rose from

the grave and conquered death?  The FIRST DAY!
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And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.  God saw that the light was good, 

and he separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light ‘day,’ and the darkness 

he called ‘night.’  And there was evening, and there was morning— the first day.”   (1:3-5)

When God created the world, He lit the world with a divine light.  There was NO OTHER 

light for the world.  Without that divine light, the world would be in complete darkness. 

And without that divine light, there would be NO LIFE on the earth God created.

Jesus is the Divine Light.  Without His light, the world is in darkness. And He is the 

ONLY light that gives you and I hope for life.  And it is His light that can change the lives 

of people plunged in the spiritual darkness of this broken world.

There are so many who feel worthless – so many who think that nothing can be done to 

remove their hopelessness.  But Jesus says this to all – to you and me – "I am the light of 

the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."

Do you believe this?  Do you believe that Jesus is the one true light of this world? … And 

if so – do you care enough for your neighbors … to tell them of what our Creator and 

Redeemer has done for them – and what He continues to do in us?  Christ Jesus is our 

Light and our Life … May this be evident in us each and every day as we worship and 

serve the Lord of all creation!
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