
Sermon 655 11/11/18
“Seek the Lord, Cast the Vision, Work as One”

Part 10: Taking Time to Give Thanks
Nehemiah 11:1-2; 12:27, 31-32, 37-40, 43-47

As we near the end of the Book of Nehemiah, we’re discovering what really matters.  But 

before we jump into the thanksgiving of chap. 12, I don’t want us to miss the significance 

of what happens in chap. 11.  Since the walls of Jerusalem were now restored, it was 

important that the builders inhabit their capital city and make the population grow. Some 

of the citizens volunteered for this, while others were “drafted” so to speak.   

Neh. 11:1: “The leaders of the people settled in Jerusalem, and the rest of the people cast 

lots to bring one out of every ten to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while the remaining 

nine were to stay in their own towns.”  In chap. 10, the people had promised to tithe their 

produce and income; here, the people themselves become the tithe! Ten percent of them 

are selected to move from the suburbs to the city.

While the way they went about this probably seems strange, these believers display for us 4

Traits to Emulate: 

1. Move Out of Your Comfort Zone.  Most of the families living outside Jerusalem 

depended entirely on the land for their daily existence.  Over the years, they had developed

a pattern of life as they plowed, planted and harvested their crops.  The thought of leaving 

their comfort zone would have been quite distressing. Nevertheless, many left their homes,

relatives, and familiar routines to set up a new life in a radically different environment.

Are you willing to leave your comfort zone for the sake of the kingdom?  I don’t know 

what God might be asking you to do, but I do know that He wants us to be available.  Are 

you willing to pray: “Lord, I’m willing to do whatever you want, wherever you want, 

whenever you want”?  Be ready for whatever the Lord has in store for you.  If you asked 

me a few months ago, I never would have guessed that I would be serving as part of a 

delegation to Nyeri, Kenya next August.  Two weeks in Africa will be out of my comfort 

zone!  I covet your prayers!  Even more, I pray that the Lord moves all of us out of our 

comfort zones into His kingdom work.
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What is God asking you to do that may stretch you?  As we pray for our community, and 

look for ways to care for them, God wants to use you to share with them.  For many of us, 

that’s outside our comfort zone.  But whatever it is, tell God you’re willing to live outside 

your normal boundaries. Let him stretch you – whatever, wherever, whenever!

2. Commit to Holiness. After moving out of their comfort zone, they commit to holy living.

They didn’t just agree to live in a remodeled city; they were coming to “the holy city.” 

Throughout the book, Nehemiah has a particular preoccupation … holiness is a priority.  

Jerusalem itself was set apart for the Lord’s special use.  To live in Jerusalem and serve 

God in such a place was a unique opportunity …

But it was also a challenging responsibility.  It’s one thing to have a home in a holy city; 

it’s another thing to make a home holy.  Living in a holy context did not automatically 

transmit holiness to the individual citizens – they were made holy be giving everything 

over to God.  Have you committed yourself to holiness?  Are you living your life as one set

apart for His use?

3. Mobilize for Ministry.  We’ve already seen that some people were drafted to live in 

Jerusalem.  But there were others who offered themselves freely to this new work in v. 2: 

“The people commended all the men who volunteered to live in Jerusalem.”  In the 

remainder of chap. 11, we see that God has always used a wide variety of people.  We can 

pinpoint at least two gifted groups in this passage:

Those with leadership gifts.  Neh. 11:3 begins a list of “provincial leaders” who served as 

pacesetters for all those who were relocating to Jerusalem.  If the leaders are out front … 

others will follow.  As those in positions of leadership here at Riverlawn commit their 

time, talents and treasures to kingdom living and kingdom growth, the environment is set 

for the Body of Christ to follow that example.

Those with serving gifts.  V. 16 tells us that two fellas “had charge of the outside work of 

the house of God.”  These individuals dedicated their practical skills to care for the house 

of God.  We have been blessed with those who serve with both their hearts and their hands.

There are a number of you who have committed yourselves to this service and ministry – 
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and I want to express our thanks!  The fact is, this church is filled with people who use 

their serving gifts and do so continuously and compassionately. You are appreciated!

As Romans 12 & 1 Corinthians 12 make clear, every believer has at least one spiritual gift 

that has been given to be used.  We are saved to serve.  If you haven’t already, I encourage 

you to find your ministry niche.  Discover the joy of serving in your area of giftedness.  

Are you mobilized for ministry?

4. Adore God with Thanksgiving.  Neh. 11:17 says that Mattaniah was the “director who 

led in thanksgiving and prayer.”  In thanksgiving and prayer, we remember God’s past 

grace, rejoice in His present grace, and rest assured in His future grace.

This pattern and practice is found throughout the pages of Scripture and the annals of time.

1 Chronicles 16:8: “Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name.”  Thanksgiving and prayer 

are central to the life of God’s people.  That’s what we’ll be doing this evening during our 

Thanksgiving Dinner and our Thanksgiving Worship. We’ll thank the Lord for providing 

the blessings of food, family, and fellowship!  And we will thank Him all the more as we 

offer Him our adoration!  We hope you’ll join us!

Worship can be defined as “worth-ship,” where we engage our mind, our emotions, and 

our will to gratefully acknowledge the worth of our God. There is no other human activity 

as lofty as that of adoring God.  And if we’ve been made to magnify His Majesty, then we 

need to know how to do that.

We’re given a picture of this in Nehemiah 12.  Verse 24 helps us see that there were two 

choirs who stood opposite from each other “to give praise and thanksgiving.”  I want to 

spend our remaining time gleaning 4 Guidelines of Grateful Worship from verses 27-47.

1. The Purpose of Grateful Worship.  In verse 27, we read about a dedication service for 

the newly constructed wall.  The Levites were brought together “to celebrate joyfully the 

dedication with songs of thanksgiving …”  Celebration, dedication, and thanksgiving are 

the three main themes, and they take us to the heart of what worship is about.

Celebration is central to worship.  It does not begin with us, but with who God is, what 

God has said, and what God has done.  Next, by offering themselves in Dedication, they 
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were surrendering themselves to God.  Finally, Thanksgiving is a way of marveling at 

God’s generosity.  Our thanksgiving should be specific.  You’ll have the chance to share 

such thanks this evening!  I encourage you to think about what you may want to share.  

These three elements are expressed by our total being. When we celebrate, we engage our 

minds by recalling what God has said & done.  When we dedicate, we employ our wills by 

surrendering all to Him.  When we give thanks, we express a heart that is grateful to Him.  

2. The Joy of Grateful Worship.  It’s not just what we do; but how we do it!  The new 

residents of Jerusalem radiated joyful hearts with jubilant songs of thanksgiving.  The 

opportunity to magnify God was a supremely happy occasion.  

Worship was never meant to be drab or boring.  There was nothing stereotyped or 

monochrome about their thanksgiving service.  A wide variety of musical gifts were used 

to express adoration and praise.  In verse 27, we read that instrumentalists played 

“cymbals, harps and lyres.”  Verses 35 and 41 tell us that the priests played their trumpets.

Choral music was given the most prominent place, as many singers joined the two large 

choirs to give thanks on behalf of all the people.

This passage is filled with superlatives.  The choirs are not just choirs but “large choirs.”  

In verse 43, the priests “offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had given them 

great joy.”  There is nothing half-hearted about their joyful adoration, because it is the 

outflow of supremely grateful hearts from those who have personally experienced the 

lavish generosity of God!

3. The Witness of Grateful Worship.  Verses 31-39 tell us that the leaders went up on the 

top of the wall.  The Jews were accustomed to having workers and watchers on the walls, 

now the people are assigned to be worshippers on the walls.

This worship service could have taken place at the temple area, but instead Nehemiah 

wanted it to take place on the walls themselves. I believe he did this for at least 2 reasons.

First, it was important for the people to see and touch the walls during this dedication 

service.  It was a visual reminder of God’s faithfulness.
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Secondly, the people were bearing witness to the watching world that God had done the 

work, and He alone should be glorified. The enemy had said in 4:3 that the walls were so 

weak that a fox could knock them down, but here the people are marching on the walls!    

It was another opportunity to proclaim the truth of 6:16 –“This work had been done with 

the help of our God!” As they marched on top of the walls, everyone could see what was 

happening.  Look at verse 43: “The sound of rejoicing in Jerusalem could be heard far 

away.”  For miles around, their nonbelieving neighbors heard the sounds of praise.

4. The Response of Grateful Worship.  The final verses present us with another aspect of 

authentic worship: the offering of our time, money, and service for the Lord’s work.  After 

the jubilant time of dedication and thanksgiving had concluded, they made provisions for 

the continuing worship and work of God’s people.  Verse 47 – “All Israel contributed the 

daily portions for the singers and gatekeepers. They also set aside the portion for the other

Levites, and the Levites set aside the portion for the descendants of Aaron.”

They displayed organized, ongoing, grateful giving.  But more than anything, the people 

gave in response to who God is and what He had done on their behalf.  Thomas Adams, a 

colonial Puritan, said it this way: “Let us do good with our goods while we live…to part 

with what we cannot keep, that we may get what we cannot lose.” 1

I’m reminded of a verse from Joel 3:14: “Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.”  Joel pictures countless people in

a valley called decision.  The time of decision doesn’t go on forever.  The time of decision 

is now.  The Lord is coming back … And so, the ultimate question is this: Does Jesus have

the supremacy in your life?  Have you turned from your sin to receive His salvation?  Are 

you living under His lordship and leadership?  Is He on the throne, or are you?

If you have surrendered to the Lordship of Christ … if you have decided to count the cost 

of discipleship … would you please stand in recognition of Christ’s lordship in your life? 

[P]  For those who have yet to make that decision, you can do so right now … [Invitation]

1 � Credit given to Brian Bill, “A Time to Build: Lessons from Nehemiah” 
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